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Gladstone   had  been returned  after  a  second  Midlothian   CHAP.
""
crusade; but Hartington's friends maintained that in fact he
had spoken more than anyone and with a solid excellence.
William Harcourt's friends asserted that it was he who had
spoken  more  than   Gladstone   or  Hartington   or  any  other
Liberal statesman, and more brilliantly.
Our Radical leader, writing to The Times, claimed that in
the 67 boroughs where the Caucus had been well established
the Liberals had gained or retained 60 seats; and in every
one of ten county constituencies where the new organisation
operated victory was its fruit despite a rural franchise still
excluding the labourers. There was much in the claim. The
Caucus, gathering in new workers and improving all former
arrangements, polled Liberal voters to the last available man,
and undoubtedly turned the scale in many constituencies where
Liberals won by a narrow margin.
Chamberlain resolved to make himself considered like no one
yet, standing outside the official hierarchies. Was it possible for
the new man to break into the inner sanctuaries? Disraeli had
served the official hierarchies for thirty years before events made
him master. Of two other great outsiders Cobden felt bound to
refrain from joining Palmerston's last Cabinet, while on Bright
office had the effect, almost, of an extinguisher. The new man
meant to cope with. "Whigs and Whips".